Research on Distance Education in Andhra Pradesh
and strength to distance education in Andhra Pradesh. At the same
time, the spurt in research effort after 1985 does hold promise that
scholars in Andhra Pradesh are becoming more and more sensitive to
the various issues confronting distance education. The twenty
dissertations on distance education approved for the award of M.Phil
and Ph.D degrees by universities in Andhra Pradesh is an indication
of this.
A majority of distance learners in the State are with Institutes of
Correspondence Courses of conventional universities and hence the
quality and quantity of research in distance education depend on the
personnel there. Research is to be promoted and concentrated on the
issues and concerns confronting them. The recent Research Report of
IGNOU prepared by Bakhshish Singh and others and edited by B N
Koul on correspondence/distance education in India during 1989-90
and the Report of the Committee on Distance Education of Central
Advisory Board of Education (CABE) focussed on several disturbing
features of these institutes. Some of these features are :
Most correspondence institutes offer courses in Arts and
Humanities only, enrollment in professional courses is concentrated
in B.Ed. and M.Ed.
-      Correspondence courses are often an extension of courses offered
in the conventional mode and retain the same rigidities with regard
to admissions and examinations
-      Virtually all correspondence courses use the print medium
exclusively and are not multi-media based
Lack of coordination between institutes of correspondence studies
has led to considerable duplication of effort and wastage of scarce
resources
Correspondence institutes generally charge higher tuition fees than
the conventional system
Correspondence institutes are organisationally weak and neglected
and their internal efficiency is low
Student support services are virtually non-existent, opportunities
for face-to-face contact between teachers and students are few
and feedback on student assignments is minimal
The State Open University should play the role of an apex body
for research in the State. As its area of operation is the entire State
and its. study centres are spread over the whole State, it should play a
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